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Lo In theiv sudden vicetory over South Vietnom
laslb gpoing, Nanoi's TForcos cuptured. large amounts
of US-made militacy ocuuipnment, canging From small
arnys Lo modern athack aircevaft--in fact, evary hype
of equipment the US had provided the South Vietnamese
forees during the war. Much of thisg harvdware is
intact and oporable, and there are large quantitics
of munitions for the weapons,

2. A8 a consceyuence, the comuunists have a

problem deciding what equipment Lo integrate into

thedr own forces to strenglhen exiuting capabilities

and to provide new capabilities, and also what to do ‘ ™4
wilh any surplus harzdware. One of the options opea Mic ;fa
Lo Hanod s that of providing arms to insurgents--a Y
possibility that is causing considerable concern in ‘]'ll:{

sid.

several nearby countries, notably Thailand and Malays
Ihadt insurgents in the northeast, for cxample, have
received aid from Hanoi in the past, and the North
Vietnaese could increasc that support now that they
have more than sufficient stocks.

3. 'nanol could earn bard currenéy by selling the
US equipment or. the world macket. Whe communists Face
major economic development combts in both North and
doubkhv Vietnme ond noed Torcign oxchange for this.  lanoi
clivims that the equipnent is worth aboul $5 billion;
this appears reasonable. The windfall profits the .
communists could realize from the sale of a substantial
pact of this US hardware would be considerable and
vould obviously ease the financial burden of development. 25X1A
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~are cnough US-trained South Vietnamese maintenance personnel.

Cthedr mobility and Ffirepower and probably will keep some
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A nmanber off counleiey in, Sovtheast Acita, the Middle
Bant, and Alrica x:jw»lltchy are intercested dn oblaining
tha UG oquipmonts,  Wheve fLs, however, still no indication
thal Jlanoi hao decidoed Lo sell. ‘ )
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4. US-enade alveratbt constitute the most valuable ;
dtomy of captured militavy hardware. ‘he communists “ﬂ
saized some 1,100 aiveratt, including 75 ¥-5 and 113 :

A 4/ futhor~bombv|u, and the Noxrth Vietnamose apparently '
: rating some of these into thednr J'oz(.cu.ﬁ 25X1L

thie North Vietnawnese have organized
=-boand A=37 alrceraft, along with MIG fiyhtcrn LFrom

the North, into an airx division in the Saigon avea.

the US-made fighter-bonbers give the MNoxth Vietnamesc

a significant grownd attack capability for the fiwst

time.  uUntil now, the North Vvietnamese ailx Fforce had

a clearly defensive ovientatdion, ‘

5. Yhere is shoxrtage of some spare parts Lfor the
Us aircraflt, but the problem does not seem to be insur-
mountable over the near term. The communists can canni-
balize other aiveraft and may be able to find a source |
of replacement parts on the international market. ‘“here

available to repair and keep the alrerafi operational
spare parts can be obtained.

6. In addition to the fighter-bombers, the communists
seized large numbers of helicopters. 5aAmong these were
about three dozen large transport helicopters, and
the North Vietnamese are now f£lying
some of thom in the Saigon area. Moneover, as many as :
400 smaller combat-support helicopters, including gunships,
fell into communists hands. These helicopters have seen
little flying since April, but the North Vietnamese appraeciale

Lox "hGlL own forces; many, however, could still be‘avail~
able for sale. A ‘ "

7. ‘'fhe communisls also captured approximately 50
transports, including C-119s and C-130s. Thase airveraft
enhance their transportation capabilities, and for this
reason some of them probably will be retained. Moreover,
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Lhe ground pupport cgcipmant @l The hanes La odeguote to b

suppost Usenoede odverall,  Sowe ol iy capltured RIATRRALEE 25X1D\

el (1 c:IL<v<:l.n:(>Ja;Lc: geior oy well be passed along to the ;

Boviets and bhe Chino: P

.
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E g, With the take-oven, the communists, came into by
. possession of some 400 naval craft and u]nngvzunuxlc\lxl the b
4 B same nuwber of trangporlk vessels. !\%
i oy
9. The naval craflt ave woslly coastal and wiver D

patrol bhoats, along wilh a fow dcopwwLLr ships., While 25%X1D }

these craft p10VIdC the commmists with an improved i

{

I
patrol Lcl])dbl'll\’ they do not appgar necessary and may ‘
. bacowe available fLoxr oxport. l
he North Vietnamese have alrcady used some . %
the freighlors to feoxwy cargo between large codstal |
cities in the South. 'The communists likely to retain most 5%

1
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of these vessels for Lheix own usc.

IRt Ground Forces Voapons y
S ’ ‘ .
{E 0.  he bulk of the US equipment captured in the P

R south congists of ground forces weapons and munitions. L

E th inventory contains over 500 tanks, approximately b

- , 200 armored persomel carricers, about 45,000 trucks A

; and jeeps, some 1,300 pieces of artillery, nearly L ‘ i
miLlLlion M—LG rlflc and other small arms, and thousands B

of mortars, antitank weapons, grenade launchers, and
machine guns. In addition, there are large stocks of

munitions for all of the weapons. , i
L. Much of this equipment appears to be surplus to ﬁ

communists requirements: 'fhe Hoxth Vietnamese axmy is

AlLready VU'I cquipped with Soviet and Chinese hurdwaro 5
aud Lhoeir stockpiles declined little as a result ol the R

spring fighting. : L o
12. Moxco ovexn, the North Vietnamese have been attempting

to standardize hc¢r weapons throughout the rcgulal forces,

and they probably would be reluctant to change unless Lhcy
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gadined o stond Cicant dnprovement in bl proeass
nost casen, changing Lo VS weapons woold ]nw

ALy dmprovonanic, Whe conmunist AR-47 dnfantey aifle,
for cxample, i considered an elfeclive weapon.

L. A number of proupective purchascers are walting
Sor Hanod Lo open the doors Lox business, bus Hanod

apparantly ook oo hueey to noll,

this suggests that Nanod may he
stockpiling weapons in ])’I(j):lJ.‘ﬂlJ on for selling thom,
Since moslt of the US o m]uncnl Le readily marketable,
it seems Likely that Hanoi will ovc‘nLuuLly dispose most
of the armor and olher ground forces cquipment.

t
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15, Serious gquestions of cconomic advantage, political
impact, and intornational reputation must, howcvu: bhe
(lc(.ldn..(i before Hanol begins disposing of ils captun:ec’l
arms stockpile.

S




